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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-4, 10-13, 15-18, drawn to an information processing apparatus 
classified in Class 700/121 . 

Group II, claim(s) 5-7, 14, 19, drawn to a production apparatus and a method for 
producing a board including a deleting unit for deleting NC data classified in Class 
700/117. 

Group III, claim(s) 8-9, drawn to a board comprising a storage unit and the storage unit 
is an RFID classified in 700/109. 

The inventions listed as Groups I, II and III do not relate to a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the 
same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: As stated 
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above, Group I is directed to an information processing apparatus and method of 
producing a board and Group II is directed to a production apparatus and a method for 
producing a board including a deleting unit for deleting NC data. Group III is directed to 
a board comprising a storage unit and the storage unit is an RFID. 

During a telephone conversation with Lawrence E. Ashery on March 6, 2008 a 
provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
claims 1-4, 10-13, 15-18. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in 
replying to this Office action. Claims 5-9, 14, 19 are withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected 
invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The substitute IDS filed on February 10, 2006 has been duly considered and 
signed herewith. The previous IDS of February 19, 2005 has been crossed out as it 
was replaced by the corrected IDS of February 10, 2006. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 10-13, 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Billington et al. (US 5,258,915). 

Regarding claims 1-4, Billington discloses: 

1 . (Currently Amended)An information processing apparatus comprising: 
a line information storage unit for storing a plurality of pieces of line information, 
each of the pieces of line information (Col. 5, lines 5-31 including 

a line identifier for identifying a production line of a board(Col. 5, lines 5-31; Col. 
6, lines 55-68), board size information indicating a size of the board that can be 
produced by the production line identified by the line identifier (Col. 5, lines 5-31 ; Col. 6, 
lines 40-53; Col. 7, lines 17-37; Col. 8, lines 46-60), and component information about 
at least one component mountable on the board in the production line identified by the 
line identifier (Col. 5, lines 5-31); a data reception unit for receiving numerical control 
(NC) data for producing a first board, the NC data including board size information and 
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first component information about a component mountable on the first board, the board 
size information indicating a size of the first board (Col. 5, lines 5-31; Col. 7, lines 17-37; 
Col. 8, lines 46-60); a line identifier acquiring unit for acquiring a line identifier out of 
each line identifier of the pieces of the line information stored in the line information 
storage unit according to the NC data, the line identifier indicating a first production line 
capable of producing the first board (Col. 5, lines 5-31 ; Col. 6, lines 55-68); and an 
output unit for outputting the line identifier acquired by the line identifier acquiring unit( 
Fig. 7). 

2. (Original) The information processing apparatus of claim 1, 

wherein each of the pieces of the line information further includes production 
capacity information indicating a production capacity of the production line identified by 
the line identifier included in each of the pieces of the line information (Fig. 7; Col. 4, 
lines 13-22), and production schedule information indicating a schedule of the board to 
be produced in the production line (Col. 9, lines 37-51), wherein the data reception unit 
receives production number information and the NC data, the production number 
information indicating a number of the first board to be produced (Col. 9, lines 37-51), 
and wherein the output unit outputs the line identifier acquired and the production 
schedule of the first board at the first production line (Fig. 7; Col. 9, lines 37-51). 

3. (Original) The information processing apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the output 
unit further outputs information indicating a production commission (Figs. 6-9). 
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4. (Original) The information processing apparatus of claim 1, further comprising 
a charging processor for performing a charge processing according to an output of the 
output unit (Figs. 6-9). 

As for claims 10-13, 15-18 the same citations applied to claims 1-4 above apply 
as well for these claims. 

4. Claims 1,10 and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Gyorfi etal. (US 6,829,514). 

As for claims 1,10 and 15, Gyorfi discloses 

1 . (Currently Amended)An information processing apparatus comprising: 
a line information storage unit for storing a plurality of pieces of line information 
(Col. 3, line 62 to Col. 4, line 10), each of the pieces of line information including a line 
identifier for identifying a production line of a board (Col. 3, line 62 to Col. 4, line 10), 
board size information indicating a size of the board that can be produced by the 
production line identified by the line identifier (Col. 3, line 62 to Col. 4, line 10), and 
component information about at least one component mountable on the board in the 
production line identified by the line identifier (Col. 3, line 62 to Col. 4, line 10); a data 
reception unit for receiving numerical control (NC) data for producing a first board, the 
NC data including board size information and first component information about a 
component mountable on the first board, the board size information indicating a size of 
the first board (Fig. 7; Col. 3, line 62 to Col. 4, line 10); a line identifier acquiring unit for 
acquiring a line identifier out of each line identifier of the pieces of the line information 
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stored in the line information storage unit according to the NC data, the line identifier 
indicating a first production line capable of producing the first board (Fig. 7; Col. 4, lines 
5-10); and an output unit for outputting the line identifier acquired by the line identifier 
acquiring unit (Col. 5, lines 1-28). 

As for claims 10 and 15, the same citations applied to claim 1 above apply as 
well for these claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zoila E. Cabrera whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3738. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST 
(every other Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Rodriguez, can be reached on 571-272-3753. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/ZEC/ 

August 18, 2008 

/Zoila E. Cabrera/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2123 



